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The Donner Party Video Questions
Available on youtube.com, view Donner Party parts 1, 2, and 3
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1.  About how many people will move out west during this era?

2.  What was Lansford Hastings’ plan for California?

Spring

3.  On the map, on top of the state of Illinois, write down the date they leave Springfield.

4.  The jumping-off point for the Oregon and California trails was the town of ________________, Missouri.  From here it is _______________ miles to California.

5.  The trip west is a race.  When can the trip begin?  

6.  When must you arrive in California?

7.  Describe the shortcut proposed by Lansford Hastings beginning a Fort Bridger.

8.  Approximately how many wagons were heading west that year (1846)?


How many months should it take?

9.  On the map write down the date they leave Independence, Missouri.

10.  On the map write down the date they arrive at Fort Laramie, Wyoming.


How far behind schedule are they at this point?

11.  The former mountain man James Clyman talks to James Reed about Hastings’ cutoff.  What is Clyman’s recommendation?

Summer

12.  On July 18 they cross the continental divide, they are around South Pass.  How many miles are left to travel?

13.  On July 20 the party splits, with the majority going the old route and the rest taking the new shortcut.  Who is elected captain at this time?
14.  How many days do they rest at Fort Bridger?

15.  On the map write down the date they leave Fort Bridger.

16.  From Fort Bridger how many more weeks of travel are they expecting?

17.  How many miles/day are they traveling?

18.  In Echo Canyon (they are now in Utah) how many days do they spend looking for Hastings?

19.  How many miles/day are they traveling through the Wasatch Mountains?

20.  It takes them _______ days to go ________ miles up Big Mountain (this is a few miles east of Hogle Zoo).

- Not a question – on August 22 they have made it out of the Wasatch, where Hogle Zoo is today.

21.  On the map write down the date they arrive at the Salt Flats/Great Salt Lake Desert.

22.  They are told it will take two days to cross the Salt Flats/Great Salt Lake Desert.  How many days did it really take?



How many oxen were lost?

23.  On September 26 they reach the Humbolt River in Nevada.  How many miles longer was Hastings Cutoff compared to the regular route?

Fall

24.  What was James Reed punishment for killing John Snyder?

Reed will now travel ahead to Sutter’s Fort, California.

25.  A group of Paiutes attack and kill ________ oxen.  How many oxen have they lost by this time?

26.  They are making progress up the Sierra-Nevada Mountains, their final barrier.  At 1,000 feet from the summit the main group camps and waits for the Donners to catch up.  It’s October 31.  How much snow falls on them that night?
27.  In early November James Reed tries to carry supplies over the mountain but is turned back ________ miles from the summit.

Fort Bridger








