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Design a Town
The year is 1850 and you have been selected to organize and lead a new town in Utah.  Your town will have a population of 500 people that you will need to house, employ and feed.

Your town needs to have an economic base – how will your town make money and survive?  Will your economy be based on mining, farming, ranching or something else?  

Decision 1 – The majority of workers in my town will _____________________.

Decision 2 - Select the location of your town.  On the Utah map on the back of this page, mark your towns’ location with a brightly colored mark.  Your location should match with the type of economy you selected for Decision 1.  For example, if your economy is based on farming you may want to locate your town by water.
What are two reasons this is a good location for this town

1.

2.

Decision 3 – Name your town (avoid inappropriate names) _________________

Create a list of stores and services needed in your town.  Try to fill at least one column.  Remember the technology of 1850; no electricity, internal combustion engines, and the railroad has not yet arrived.
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Draw a full page map for your town on a 8.5 x 11 paper (blank or graph paper).  You should include all of the stores and other things you listed on the previous page.  
These are the guidelines used historically in Utah when planning a town.  For your town include #5 and one other of your choice – circle your choice.
1. Streets laid out in a grid pattern.

2. Very wide main and side streets (wide enough for a wagon to turn around in).

3. Irrigation ditches ran beside most streets.

4. Extremely large city blocks, four acres or larger in size, for home and large gardens.

5.  A “Town square” with public buildings, church buildings, stores, offices or parks, in the center of town.  Celebrations were often held in the public squares.

6. Farmlands were planted beyond the city center.  Farms were surrounded by tall poplar trees to act as wind breaks.

Staple your map to the back of this packet.
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