Mr. Otto
Butler Middle School

U. S. History
Contact Information

andrew.otto@canyonsdistrict.org
email address

801-826-6800 
    
school office

11:07 – 12:40     combined preparation time and lunch (please call ahead)
http://andrewotto.weebly.com/index.html
class website

Kodiak Team Information

The 8th grade has been broken into two teams; Kodiak and Grizzly.  I am a part of the Kodiak team.
Your student is also likely a part of the Kodiak team. 
kodiakteam.weebly.com
team website

Course Description
In this class we will learn about the history of the United States.  We will begin by learning the 50 states and some physical features.  The broader themes covered include pre-Columbian America, European exploration, colonization, revolution, westward expansion and ending with the Civil War.  Students will also learn about government, voting and the Constitution.  
Materials Needed

1.  Notebook or paper

2.  Pen or pencil

3.  Textbook 
.
These items will be required most days

Classroom Rules
Students are expected to follow these G.R.E.A.T. rules

Great Bruins are:

Respectful: always polite, treat other people and property with respect

Engaged: actively listen and participate, follow directions

Always safe: hands and feet to yourself, use equipment properly, appropriate language

Totally Responsible: come prepared and on time, work diligently in class
Hall Passes
At the beginning of each term you will receive a hall pass ticket which has three uses: canceling the penalty for a late assignment (larger projects excepted); use of the hall pass during class; or turned in unused at the end of the term for a 1% boost to your final grade. 

You will be given two hall passes; one at the beginning of the term, another at midterm.
Grading 

The grade will be a combination of assignments, quizzes, tests, and participation.  The grading scale is found within your student planner.


Assessments will equal approximately 70% of the grade; Assignments 25%; Participation 5%.  
Participation Grade
Each class day will be worth one participation point.  Points are earned by coming prepared and participating in the lesson.  Points are lost by rule violations, unpreparedness, and tardiness.  The participation grade will be input every two weeks.
Late and Absent Work

1.  Any late assignment will automatically be reduced by 25% and must be in by the Unit test or quiz.  This will usually be 2 to 3 weeks.  Otherwise it will not receive credit.  Special circumstances could delay this penalty.

2.  If you have an excused absence it is your responsibility to contact me upon your return to receive the missing work.  You are also required to turn in any work that was due the previous day.  

Citizenship
Please refer to the information in the student handbook.  Please note that to be one time to class the student needs to be in their assigned seat when the bell rings.
We have read and understand the class disclosure

(Otto)


Student Name (print) ___________________________

period-

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________
Parent e-mail - 





phone # -

Teacher Signature ______________________________

Administrator Signature _________________________________
During the year there are portions of three PG rated shows we may watch in class.  Your permission is required for your student to watch.  

Please check the boxes of the shows your student may watch


Roots – the portion we watch is rated for language


Underground Railroad – slave treatment



Gettysburg – battle scenes

Please sign below if you approve of your student watching segments of these shows

Parent Signature ___________________________________
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